i

S %
2oy ANNALES

DE

L INSTITUT FOURIER

Shun TANG

Uniqueness of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes
Tome 62, n°4 (2012), p. 1437-1482.

<http://aif.cedram.org/item?id=AIF_2012__62_4_1437_0>

© Association des Annales de 1’institut Fourier, 2012, tous droits
réserves.

L’acces aux articles de la revue « Annales de I’institut Fourier »
(http://aif.cedram.org/), implique 1’accord avec les conditions
générales d’utilisation (http://aif.cedram.org/legal/). Toute re-
production en tout ou partie de cet article sous quelque forme que
ce soit pour tout usage autre que 1’utilisation a fin strictement per-
sonnelle du copiste est constitutive d’une infraction pénale. Toute
copie ou impression de ce fichier doit contenir la présente mention
de copyright.

cedram

Article mis en ligne dans le cadre du
Centre de diffusion des revues académiques de mathématiques
http://www.cedram.org/


http://aif.cedram.org/item?id=AIF_2012__62_4_1437_0
http://aif.cedram.org/
http://aif.cedram.org/legal/
http://www.cedram.org/
http://www.cedram.org/

Ann. Inst. Fourier, Grenoble
62, 4 (2012) 1437-1482

UNIQUENESS OF EQUIVARIANT SINGULAR
BOTT-CHERN CLASSES

by Shun TANG

ABSTRACT. — In this paper, we shall discuss possible theories of defining equi-
variant singular Bott-Chern classes and corresponding uniqueness property. By
adding a natural axiomatic characterization to the usual ones of equivariant Bott-
Chern secondary characteristic classes, we will see that the construction of Bismut’s
equivariant Bott-Chern singular currents provides a unique way to define a the-
ory of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes. This generalizes J. I. Burgos Gil
and R. Litcanu’s discussion to the equivariant case. As a byproduct of this study,
we shall prove a concentration formula which can be used to prove an arithmetic
concentration theorem in Arakelov geometry.

RESUME. — Dans cet article, nous allons discuter quelques théories possibles
des classes de Bott-Chern équivariantes singuliéres et la propriété d’unicité cor-
respondante. En rajoutant une caractérisation axiomatique naturelle aux théories
usuelles des classes caractéristiques secondaires de Bott-Chern équivariantes, nous
verrons que la construction des courants de Bott-Chern équivariants singuliers de
Bismut offre un moyen unique de définir une théorie des classes de Bott-Chern équi-
variantes singulieres. Ceci généralise la discussion de J. I. Burgos Gil et R. Litcanu
dans le cas équivariant. Comme conséquence de cette étude, nous allons prouver
une formule de concentration qui peut étre utilisée pour démontrer un théoréme
de concentration arithmétique en géométrie d’Arakelov.

1. Introduction

The Bott-Chern secondary characteristic classes were introduced by
R. Bott and S. S. Chern. They can be used to solve the problem that
the Chern-Weil theory is not additive for short exact sequence of hermit-
ian vector bundles. More precisely, assume that we are given a short exact
sequence

z: 0E 5E—E —0
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1438 Shun TANG

of hermitian vector bundles on a compact complex manifold X. Then the
alternating sum of Chern character forms ch(E/) —ch(E) + ch(EN) is not
equal to 0 unless this sequence is orthogonally split. A Bott-Chern sec-
ondary characteristic class associated to z is an element ch(g) € A(X) (cf.
Section 2) satisfying
(i) (Differential equation) dd°ch(z) = ch(E') — ch(E) + ch(E"). Here
the symbol dd€® is the differential operator ?.
J.-M. Bismut, H. Gillet and C. Soulé’s construction of Bott-Chern
secondary classes (cf. [3]) forces it to satisfy other two properties.
(ii) (Functoriality) f*ch(z) = ch(f*2) if f : X’ — X is a holomorphic
map of complex manifolds.

(iii) (Normalization) cNh(E) = 0 if Z is orthogonally split.

It has been shown that the three properties above are already enough to
characterize a theory of Bott-Chern secondary characteristic classes. The
same thing goes to the Chern-Weil theory in the equivariant case. We shall
recall these results in Section 2 for the convenience of the reader.

n [4], J.-M. Bismut, H. Gillet and C. Soulé defined the Bott-Chern sin-
gular currents in order to solve a similar differential equation as in (i) with
respect to the resolution of hermitian vector bundle associated to a closed
immersion of complex manifolds. Later in [2], J.-M. Bismut generalized this
topic to the equivariant case. Precisely speaking, let G be a compact Lie
group and let 7 : Y — X be a G-equivariant closed immersion of complex
manifolds with hermitian normal bundle N. Suppose that 7 is an equivari-
ant hermitian vector bundle on Y and that &. is a complex of equivariant
hermitian vector bundles providing a resolution of .77 on X whose metrics
satisfy Bismut assumption (A). Then, fixing an element g € G, J.-M. Bis-
mut constructed a singular current T,(€.) € D(X,) which is a sum of
(p, p)-type currents satisfying

(i’) (Differential equation)
Ad°T, (€.) = iy, (chy () )= S (1)chy ).
3

As in the case of Bott-Chern secondary characteristic classes, it
can be shown that T (€.) also satisfies other two properties
(ii") (Functoriality) fyTy(€.) = Ty(f*€.)if f : X’ — X is a G-equivariant
holomorphic map of complex manifolds which is transversal to Y.
(iii’) (Normalization) Ty(€.) = —c~hg(z) if Y is the empty set.
Naturally, one hopes that such three properties are enough to character-
ize a theory of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes. But unfortunately
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UNIQUENESS OF EQUIVARIANT SINGULAR BOTT-CHERN CLASSES 1439

this is not true, T,(.) is not the unique element which satisfies the prop-
erties ('), (ii’) and (iii’) even in the current class space Z/NI(Xg).

For the non-equivariant case i.e., when G is the trivial group, J. I. Bur-
gos Gil and R. Litcanu have obtained a satisfactory axiomatic characteriza-
tion of singular Bott-Chern classes in their article [6]. They realized this by
adding a natural fourth axiom to the properties (i’), (ii’) and (iii’) (remov-
ing the subscript g) which is called the condition of homogeneity. In this
paper, we will do the equivariant version. Our strategy is basically the same
as the one used in J. I. Burgos Gil and R. Litcanu’s article. By deforming
a resolution to a easily understandable one, we show that a theory of equi-
variant singular Bott-Chern classes is totally determined by its effects on
Koszul resolutions (cf. Theorem 6.1). This approach can be viewed as an
analogue of J.-M. Bismut, H. Gillet and C. Soulé’s axiomatic construction
of Bott-Chern secondary characteristic classes.

The original purpose of the author’s study of the uniqueness property of
equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes is that he wants to prove a purely
analytic statement which is called the concentration formula. Such a for-
mula plays a crucial role in the proof of an arithmetic concentration theorem
in Arakelov geometry. We shall formulate this result in the last section of
this paper.

Acknowledgements. The author wishes to thank Damian Roessler and
Xiaonan Ma who suggested him to pay attention to José I. Burgos Gil
and Réazvan Litcanu’s work on the uniqueness problem of singular Bott-
Chern classes. The author is also grateful to José 1. Burgos Gil for many
fruitful discussions between them, for his careful reading of a early version
of this paper, and for his suggestions which improve the results of a crucial
lemma. Finally, thanks to the referee, for his very quick work and valuable
comments.

2. Equivariant secondary characteristic classes

To every hermitian vector bundle on a compact complex manifold we
can associate a smooth differential form by using Chern-Weil theory. Notice
that Chern-Weil theory is not additive for short exact sequence of hermitian
vector bundles, the Bott-Chern secondary characteristic classes cover this
gap. In this section, we shall recall how to generalize all these things above
to the equivariant setting, namely for a compact complex manifold X which
admits a holomorphic action of a compact Lie group G.

TOME 62 (2012), FASCICULE 4



1440 Shun TANG

Let g € G be an automorphism of X, we denote by X, ={z € X | g-z =
x} the fixed point submanifold. X, is also a compact complex manifold.
Let E be an equivariant hermitian vector bundle on X, this means that
F admits a G-action which is compatible with the G-structure of X and
that the metric on E is invariant under the action of G. If there is no
additional description, a morphism between equivariant vector bundles will
be a morphism of vector bundles which is compatible with the equivariant
structures. It is well known that the restriction of an equivariant hermitian
vector bundle E to X, splits as a direct sum

E|x,= P E¢
¢est
where the equivariant structure g of E acts on EC as (. We often write Eg
for E; and denote its orthogonal complement by E, . As usual, AP9(X)
stands for the space of (p, q)-forms (X, APT*(1O X A AIT*OD X)), we

define
dimX

A(X) = P (4PP(X)/(Imd + Imd)).
p=0
We denote by QF¢ the curvature matrix associated to E¢. Let (¢¢)¢es1 be a
family of GL(C)-invariant formal power series such that ¢¢ € C[gl,z (C)]]
where rkE; stands for the rank of E¢ which is a locally constant function
on Xg. Moreover, let ¢ € C[[P.c5 C]] be any formal power series. We
have the following definition.

DEFINITION 2.1. — The way to associate a smooth form to an equivari-
ant hermitian vector bundle E by setting

¢g(E) := ¢(<¢<( - %))qesl)

is called an equivariant Chern-Weil theory associated to (¢¢)cest and ¢.
The class of ¢4(E) in A(X,) is independent of the metric.

The theory of equivariant secondary characteristic classes is described in
the following theorem.

THEOREM 2.2. — To every short exact sequence € : 0 — ESE-
E' =0 of equivariant hermitian vector bundles on X, there is a unique
way to attach a class ng(é) € Z(Xg) which satisfies the following three
conditions:

(i) (Zg (2) satisfies the differential equation
Ad°Gy() = 6,(F @ ') — y(E);

ANNALES DE L’INSTITUT FOURIER
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(ii) for every equivariant holomorphic map f : X' — X, ag(f*é) =
fv 3 0q(E);
(iii) ¢4(2) = 0 if € is equivariantly and orthogonally split.

Proof. — Firstly note that one can carry out the principle of [3, Sec-
tion f.] to construct a new exact sequence of equivariant hermitian vector
bundles

Z: 05 E()—oE—E =0
on X x P! such that i}Z is isometric to £ and %, is equivariantly and
orthogonally split. Here the projective line P! carries the trivial G-action
and the section ig (resp. i) is defined by setting ig(z) = (z,0) (resp.
ico(x) = (x,00)). Then one can show that an equivariant secondary char-
acteristic class 59 (€) which satisfies the three conditions in the statement
of this theorem must be of the form

50(2) = = [ 64(B.hP) log | =

So the uniqueness has been proved. For the existence, one may take this
identity as the definition of the equivariant secondary class $g, of course
one should verify that this definition is independent of the choice of the
metric h¥ and really satisfies the three conditions above. The verification
is totally the same as the non-equivariant case, one just add the subscript
g to every corresponding notation.

Another way to show the existence is to use the non-equivariant sec-
ondary classes on X, directly. We first split € on X, into a family of short
exact sequences

g 05E,=E—E. —0
for all ¢ € S'. Using the non-equivariant secondary classes on X, we define
for ¢,n e S*

(bc + 0n)(EcrEn) == Bec(Ee) + nlEn)

and

(9 - 60)(Ec.Ba) 1= Bc(0) - 00 (En) + 6 (B, + EY) - ()
and similarly for otheL\/ﬁnite sums and products. With these notations
we define ;59 () = d((¢¢)cest)((E¢)cest)- The equivariant secondary class
(;~Sg defined like this way satisfies the three conditions in the statement of
this theorem, this fact follows from the axiomatic characterization of non-
equivariant secondary classes. (|

TOME 62 (2012), FASCICULE 4



1442 Shun TANG

Remark 2.3. — (i) The first way to construct equivariant secondary
characteristic classes is also valid for long exact sequences of hermitian
vector bundlesz: 0 — E,,, = Ep_1 — -+ — E1 — Eg — 0. Here the sign
is chosen so that

ddcgg(g) = (bg( @ Ej) - ¢g( @ Ej)'

jeven jodd

That means there exists an exact sequence £ on X x P! such that i}z is
isometric to Z and 4% Z is equivariantly and orthogonally split. This new
exact sequence is called the first transgression exact sequence of € and will
be denoted by try(2).

(ii) The first part of this remark gives a uniqueness theorem for secondary
classes for long exact sequences. Then when ¢, is additive one can have
another way to construct the secondary classes, that is to split a long
exact sequence into a series of short exact sequences and use the secondary
classes in Theorem 2.2 to formulate an alternating sum. This alternating
sum provides a secondary class for original long exact sequence.

We now give some examples of equivariant character forms and their
corresponding secondary characteristic classes.

Example 2.4. — (i) The equivariant Chern character form chy(FE) :=
> cest Ceh(Ee). B
(ii) The equivariant Todd form Td,(E) := ey (B) Asin [11,

chy (Y (~1INE)
Thm. 10.1.1] one can show that

Td,(E) = Td(E,) [ | det<1E<>.

A1 1— ¢ le'sm

(iii) Let € : 0 — E - E - E' = 0 be a short exact sequence of
hermitian _vector bundles. T~he secondary Bott-Chern characteristic class is
given by chy(g) = > g1 (ch(Ec).

(iv) If the equivariant structure g° has the eigenvalues (1, - , (n, then
the secondary Todd class is given by

m t1—1 m
—_— . J— — —14 -/
Tde(2) = > [ Tde(Ee,) - TdGz,) - [ Tdy(E;, + E).
i=1 j=1 j=it1
Remark 2.5. — One can use Theorem 2.2 to give a proof of the state-

ments (iii) and (iv) in the examples above.

ANNALES DE L’INSTITUT FOURIER
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LEMMA 2.6. — Let € be an acyclic complex of equivariant hermitian
vector bundles. Then for any non-negative integer k we have

$g(E[—k]) = (=1)" ¢4 (®).
Proof. — The exact sequence [—k] is obtained by shifting degree, so the
equality follows from the definition. O

A particular secondary class when we consider a fixed vector bundle with
two different hermitian metrics will be used frequently in our paper, so we
describe it separately in the following definition.

DEFINITION 2.7. — Let E be an equivariant vector bundle on X. As-
sume that hg and hy are two invariant hermitian metrics on E. We denote
by (Eq (E, hg,h1) the equivariant secondary characteristic class associated
to the short exact sequence

0—=>0— (E,h1) — (E,hg) =0

so that we have the differential equation ddcng(E, ho, h1) = ¢4(E, hy) —
(bg (E7 hl)

The following proposition describes the additivity of equivariant sec-
ondary characteristic classes.

PRrROPOSITION 2.8. — Let
0 0 0
0 E, E, E, 0
0 E, Es E, 0
0 E), Es Ey 0
0 0 0

be a double complex of equivariant hermitian vector bundles on X where
all rows g; and all columns Sj are exact. Then we have

0g(E1 DE3) — 0g(F2) = dy(81 @ 33) — dy(d2).

TOME 62 (2012), FASCICULE 4
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Proof. — We may have the corresponding diagram of hermitian vector
bundles on X x P! by the first construction in the proof of Theorem 2.2.
Then

Bg(Z2) — Bg(E1 D)

‘/ [69(Ea, h2) — ¢y (Ey @ B3, h” @ hP)] - log | 2 |?
Pl

/ ddc(gg(g?) “log | 2 |2: / 59(52) -dd“log | 2 |2
P Pl

i509(52) — %o Bg(33) = By (32) — (31 @ D).

O

Remark 2.9. — This proposition can be generalized without any diffi-
culty to the case of a bounded exact sequence of bounded exact sequences
of equivariant hermitian vector bundles. Let Z*,* be such a double acyclic
complex, we have

(2n) +(gn)-+(25) o)

k even k odd k even kodd

COROLLARY 2.10. — Let Z*,* be a bounded double complex of equi-
variant hermitian vector bundles with exact rows and exact columns, then
we have

(Eg(TOtZ*,*) = ng (@Ak,*[_k]> :
k

Proof. — For any non-negative integer n we write Tot,, = Tot((Ax)k>n)
for the total complex of the exact complex formed by the rows with index

bigger than n — 1. Then Toty = Tot(A. ). By an argument of induction,
for each k > 0 we have an exact sequence of complexes

0 — Totg1 — Toty & @Zly*[fl] — @Zl,*[fﬂ —0
1<k 1<k

which is orthogonally split in each degree. Therefore by Proposition 2.8
and Remark 2.9 we get

bq (Totk o @Al,*[—n) = &, (Totk+1 ® @Al,*[—l])

1<k 1<k

By induction, when k is chosen to be big enough we prove the statement.
|

ANNALES DE L’INSTITUT FOURIER
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3. Cohomology of currents with fixed wave front sets

This section is devoted to recall the results of [6, Section 4] and to derive
some standard consequences. To be more precise, we recall that there is a
classic theorem concerning the complex of currents on a compact complex
manifold which says that its cohomology groups are isomorphic to the
cohomology groups of the complex of smooth forms. In this section, we
shall prove a similar theorem for the currents with any fixed wave front
set. This theorem implies a certain 00-lemma.

Let X be a compact complex manifold of dimension d. Then the space
A™(X) of C* complex valued n-forms on X is a topological vector space
with Schwartz topology (cf. [16, Chapter IX]). We denote by D, (X) the
continuous dual of A™(X) which is called the space of currents of dimen-
sion n on X. Note that X is a complex manifold, we have the following
decomposition

AMX)= P ar(X)
pt+g=n
and the Dolbeault operators

0: APU(X) — APTHY(X), 0« APY(X) — APITL(X)
with d = 9 + 0 from A"(X) to A"*1(X) the usual differentials.
All things above induce corresponding notations for D,,(X) as follows
Dy(X) = @ D:lhq(X)
pt+g=n
and the Dolbeault operators
—/
9"t Dp1,¢(X) = Dpg(X),0 : Dpg1(X) = Dy q(X)

with d' = &' + 9 from D, +1(X) to D, (X). Here the differential d’ should
be understood as for any T' € D, 41(X),a € A"(X), d'T(a) = T(da). We
now give two basic examples of currents which will be used frequently.

Example 3.1. — 1If ¢ : Y — X is a k—dimensional analytic subspace
of X, we may define a 2k—dimensional current dy which is introduced by
Lelong [15] by

Oy (o) = / i*a, ac A(X)

where Y is the subset of non-singular points in Y. Note that dy actually
belongs to Dy, (X) since if a?? € AP9(X) with p + ¢ = 2k, then i*a =0
unless p = q = k.

TOME 62 (2012), FASCICULE 4



1446 Shun TANG

Example 3.2. — We may have the following products
D, (X)® A™(X) = Dp_m(X)
which decompose into
Dy q(X) @ A™*(X) = Dp—rg—s(X).

Actually for T' € D, (X), o € A™(X), we denote their product by T A «,
and if g € A"~ (X), the product is defined by

(T'Aa)(B) =T(anp).

In particular, we have a map from AP9(X) to Dg—p q—q(X) which maps o
to dx Aa. We often write dx A« as [«] for simplicity. From [16, Chapter X]
we know that the spaces D,, 4 have a natural topology, for which the maps
APY(X) — Dg_p 4—q(X) are continuous with dense images. So if we write
DP9(X) = Dg_p.a—q(X), we may have the following embedding

APA(X) < DPY(X).

We would like to indicate that, more generally, if « is a L'-form i.e., a has
coefficients which are locally integrable then [a] is a well-defined current.

Remark 3.3. — The map a — [a] doesn’t send d to d’. In fact, for
a € A"(X) and B € AT""71(X), by Stokes theorem we have

dal(s) = [ dans= [ aang)~ [ (-17ands
— (1) /X a A df = (—1)" L (da]) (8).

So if we write d = (—1)"*1d’ the differential from D"(X) to D"*1(X), then
the inclusion A™(X) < D™(X) commutes with d. The same conclusions
can be obtained for 0 and 9. And one should notice that this commutativity
induces a family of morphisms at the level of cohomology with respect to
0,0 and d. These morphisms are actually isomorphisms.

The wave front set WF(n) of a current 7 is a closed conical subset of
Ti Xo = TR X\{0}, the real cotangent bundle removed the complete zero
section. This conical subset measures the singularities of 7, actually the
projection of WF(n) in X is equal to the singular locus of the support of
7. It also allows us to define certain products and pull-backs of currents.
Let S be a conical subset of T X, and let D*(X,S) stand for the spaces
consisting of all currents whose wave front sets are contained in S. Now
suppose that P is a differential operator with smooth coefficients, then we

ANNALES DE L’INSTITUT FOURIER
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have WF(P on) C WF(n) by [12, (8.1.11)]. This means D*(X,S) form a
0-, 0- or d-complex.

Let f:Y — X be a morphism of compact complex manifolds. The set
of normal directions of f is

Ny ={(f(y),v) € TgX | df'v = 0}.

This set measures the singularities of the morphism f. Actually, if f is
smooth then Ny = 0 and if f is a closed immersion then NNy is the conormal
bundle N3 /YR Let S C Tz Xy be a closed conical subset, the morphism f
is transversal to S if Ny NS = 0.

THEOREM 3.4. — Let f : Y — X be a morphism of compact complex
manifolds which is transversal to S. Then there is a unique way to extend
the pull-back f* : A*(X) — A*(Y) to a continuous morphism of complexes

ff: D*(X,S)— D*(Y, f*S).
Proof. — This follows from [12, Theorem 8.2.4]. Here the topology on

current space D* is given by [12, Definition 8.2.2] which is finer than the
usual dual topology. O

THEOREM 3.5 (0-Poincaré lemma). — For any integer p > 0, denote by
DI;(’TS the sheaf of currents of typf (p, *) whose wave front sets are cgntained
in S. Then for each q > 0, any J-closed section of Df,}’?s is locally 0-exact.

Proof. — Let AE" be the sheaf of smooth forms of type (p,*) on X, we
claim that the natural inclusions

L ARY — D’;(’?S

induce a quasi-isomorphism between complexes. Actually, this claim is the
content of [6, Theorem 4.5]. With this observation we may reduce our
problem to the case of smooth forms which is classical, one can find in [10,
Page 25| a proof of this statement. O

COROLLARY 3.6. — Let notations and assumptions be as in Theorem 3.5
and its proof, then the natural morphisms

HP* (AR (X),0) — HP* (DR 5(X),0)
are isomorphisms.

Proof. — We denote by QP the sheaf of holomorphic p-forms on X. The
Dolbeault theorem says that H*(X, Q) are isomorphic to HP*(A%"(X), D).

TOME 62 (2012), FASCICULE 4



1448 Shun TANG

The proof of the Dolbeault theorem relies on two deep results, one is that
the following complex of sheaves

po_ 0 pl 0 _ . 9@
0 —= QF — = AP: AL

.d
A% 0

is exact, the other one is that the sheaves AY™ admit partitions of unity
so that H"(X, A%") = 0 for k > 0. Note that the sheaves DY’g may
be multiplied by C'*° functions, hence they also admit partitions of unity.
Therefore one can carry out the principle of the sheaf-theoretic proof of
Dolbeault theorem to prove that H*(X,0QF) = HP*(DY'¢(X),d) if the
following complex of sheaves

B pl D E]
Dis

,0 ,d
0 ar DY s DYs 0

is exact. Such a Dolbeault theorem for currents implies our statements in
this corollary. Indeed, the complex of sheaves above is really exact, the
exactness at O-degree is just the regularity theorem for the d-operator (cf.
[10, Page 380]) and the exactness at higher degrees is implied by the O-
Poincaré lemma, Theorem 3.5. g

Remark 3.7. — One can prove the similar results for 0—cohomology and
de Rham cohomology, namely the natural morphisms H*?(AY?(X), ) —
H*P(DY’4(X),0) and Hfyg (X) — H* (D% 5(X),d) are all isomorphisms.

COROLLARY 3.8. — Let D" be the sheaf of currents of type (p,*) on
X, then the natural morphisms Hp’*(DgéTS(X),g) — HP*(DY(X),0)
are isomorphisms.

Proof. — This follows from Corollary 3.6. O
This Corollary implies the following 90-lemma.

THEOREM 3.9. — Let X be a compact complex manifold and let S be
a closed conical subset of T X . Then:

(i) Ifv is a current on X such that 90y € D*(X,S), then there exist
currents o and (3 such that v = w + da + 93 with w € D*(X, S).

(ii) If w is an element in D*(X,S) such that w = du + Ov for currents
uw and v, then there exist currents a, § € D*(X,S) such that w =
da + 9.

Proof. — (i) The hypothesis 99y = 1 with n € D*(X,S) implies that
n = 9(d7) and hence i = da for some o € D*(X,S). So 9(0y—a) = 0 and
Oy—a = B+0v; with 3 € D*(X, S). So we know that 99y, = n; = d(a+f)

ANNALES DE L’INSTITUT FOURIER
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is contained in D*(X, S). By repeating this argument we get a sequence of
currents 7, such that 9v, = u, + y,.1 with u, € D*(X, S).

Note that if we assume that v, € DP9(X), then 7,41 should be in
DP~1a+1(X) by construction. So when n is big enough we have 7,1 = 0.
Therefore v, = u, is contained in D*(X, S), hence v, = w, + 93, with
wn € D*(X,8). S0 O(Yn—1 +0Bn) = tn_1 + 0w, is contained in D*(X, S),
and therefore v, 1 = wp_1 + Oa,_1 + 0B,_1 With w,_1 € D*(X,S). By
repeating this argument we are done.

(i) If w = Qu+9dv, then dw = OJv which implies that v = a+0x+9Jy with
a € D*(X,S) by (i). So we have dv = Ja + 0. Similarly du = 983 + 09z
with 8 € D*(X,S). Therefore w = da + 9B + 99(z — z). Again by (i),
z—x =7+ 0s+ 0t with v € D*(X, S). So 99(z — ) = 9y which implies
that w = 9(a + dv) + 8. O

4. Deformation to the normal cone

By a projective manifold we shall understand a compact complex mani-
fold which is projective algebraic, that means a projective manifold is the
complex analytic space X (C) associated to a smooth projective variety X
over C. Denote by u, the diagonalisable group variety over C associated
to Z/nZ, we say X is equivariant if it admits a u,-projective action (cf.
[14, Section 2]). Write X, for the fixed point subscheme, by GAGA prin-
ciple, X, (C) is equal to X(C), where g is the automorphism on X (C)
corresponding to a fixed primitive n-th root of unity. From now on, if no
confusion arises, we shall not distinguish between X and X (C) as well as
X, and X,.

In this section, we shall describe the algebro-geometric preliminaries for
the discussion of the uniqueness of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes.
Our main tool is an elegant method called the deformation to the normal
cone which allows us to deform a resolution of hermitian vector bundle
associated to a closed immersion of projective manifolds to a simpler one.
This will help us to formulate the analytic data (e.g., the secondary charac-
teristic class) of the original resolution by using the corresponding analytic
data of the new one. This process is just like the first construction we
mentioned in the proof of Theorem 2.2.

The first part of this section is devoted to recall the deformation to the
normal cone technique which can be found in several standard literatures,
for example in [5, Section 4]. The second part is devoted to the equivariant
analogue.
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Let i : Y < X be a closed immersion of projective manifolds. We will
denote by Nx,y the normal bundle of this immersion. For a vector bundle
E on X or Y, the notation P(E) will stand for the projective space bundle
Proj(Sym(EV)).

DEFINITION 4.1. — The deformation to the normal cone W (i) of the
immersion i is the blowing up of X x P! along Y x {co}. We shall just
write W for W (i) if there is no confusion about the immersion.

We denote by px (resp. py) the projection X x P — X (resp. Y x Pt —
Y) and by 7 the blow-down map W — X x PL. We also denote by gx
(resp. gy) the projection X x P! — P! (resp. Y x P! — P!) and by g the
composition ¢gx or. It is well known that the map gy is flat and for ¢t € P!,
we have

i) = X x {t}, ift# oo,
w PUX, ift=o0,

where X is isomorphic to the blowing up of X along Y and P is isomor-
phic to the projective completion of Nx,y i.e., the projective space bundle
P(Nx/y @ Oy). Denote the canonical projection from P(Nx,y @ Oy) to Y’
by mp, then the morphism Oy — N,y @& Oy induces a canonical section
iso Y = P(Ny,y ®Oy) which is called the zero section embedding. More-
over, let j : Y x P! — W be the canonical closed immersion induced by
i x Id, then the component X doesn’t meet j(Y x P!) and the intersection
of j(Y x P!) and P is exactly the image of Y under the section in.
On P =P(Nx,y @ Oy), there exists a tautological exact sequence

0— O(—l) —)’/T}kg(Nx/y@Oy) — Q —0

where @ is the tautological quotient bundle. This exact sequence and the
inclusion Op — 75(Nx/y @ Oy) induce a section o : Op — @ which
vanishes along the zero section i (Y'). By duality we get a morphism Qv —
Op, and this morphism induces the following exact sequence

0= A"QY — -+ = A°QY = Q¥ = Op =15, Oy — 0

where n is the rank of (). Note that i, is a section of wp i.e., Tp ois = Id,
the projection formula implies the following definition.

DEFINITION 4.2. — For any vector bundle F' on Y, the following com-
plex of vector bundles

0= A"QV@aLF — -+ = N2QYV @nhF = QY @nhF — mhF — 0

provides a resolution of is.,F on P. This complex is called the Koszul
resolution of is,F' and will be denoted by K(F,Nx/y). If the normal
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bundle Nx,y admits some hermitian metric, then the tautological exact
sequence induces a hermitian metric on Q. If, moreover, the bundle F
also admits a hermitian metric, then the Koszul resolution is a complex of
hermitian vector bundles and will be denoted by K(F,N x,y).

We now summarize the most important result about the application of
the deformation to the normal cone.

THEOREM 4.3. — Let i : Y — X be a closed immersion of projective
manifolds, and let W = W (i) be the deformation to the normal cone of i.
Assume that 7 is a hermitian vector bundle on Y and &. is a complex of
hermitian vector bundles which provides a resolution of 1,77 on X. Then

there exists a complex of hermitian vector bundles trq(£.) on W such that

(i) tri(&.) provides a resolution of j.p3y (77) on W;

(ii) tr1(&.) [x x{oy is isometric to the original complex &.;
(iii 3
(iv

) the restriction of try(£.) to X is orthogonally split;
) the restriction of tr1(£.) to P fits an exact sequence of resolutions
on P

00— A —tr1 (&) |[p —>= K@, Nx/y) —>0

| |

where A. is orthogonally split and K (7, NX/Y) is the hermitian
Koszul resolution;

(v) whenY = (), try(£.) is the first transgression exact sequence intro-
duced in Remark 2.3;

(vi) let f : X’ — X be a morphism of projective manifolds which is

smooth or transversal to Y. Consider the following Cartesian square

Y/ # X/
and denote by fw the induced morphism from W’ = W (i') to W,
then we have

Siv (tri(€.)) = tri (f7€.).

Proof. — If E is a vector bundle on X, we shall denote by E(i) the vector
bundle on X x P! given by E(i) = p%F ® ¢%Op:(i). Now let C. be the
complex of vector bundles on X x P! given by C; = &;(i) ®&;_1(i — 1) with
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differential d(a,bd) = (b,0). Let y be a section of Op1(1) vanishing only at

infinity, then on X x (P'\{co}) we may construct a family of inclusions of
vector bundles 7; : & < C; given by s — (s ® ', (=1)ids ® y*1).

On the other hand, define a complex of vector bundles D.on X x P! by

= &_1(i) & &_2(i — 1). The morphism of complexes ¢ : C. — D. given

by ¢(s,t) = (ds + (—1)t ® y,dt) induces a morphism of complexes on W

¢:7°C. — 7*D.

where 7 is the blow-down map. Then try(€.) is defined as the kernel of ¢.

Over 7 1(X x (P\{oo})) we shall endow tr1(£.); with the metric induced
by the identification with &;. And over 771(X x (P'\{0})) we shall endow
try(€.); with the metric induced by @ Finally we glue together these two
metrics by a partition of unity so that we get a hermitian metric on trq(€.).
We refer to [5, Section 4] for the proof of the statement that the complex
of hermitian vector bundles tr;(£.) constructed in the way above really
satisfies those conditions in our theorem. O

Remark 4.4. — (i) Assume that X is a u,-equivariant projective man-
ifold and F is an equivariant locally free sheaf on X. Then according to
[13, (1.4) and (1.5)], P(F) admits a canonical p,-equivariant structure such
that the projection map P(E) — X is equivariant and the canonical bundle
O(1) admits an equivariant structure. Moreover, let Y — X be an equi-
variant closed immersion of projective manifolds, according to [13, (1.6)]
the action of u, on X can be extended to the blowing up Bly X such that
the blow-down map is equivariant and the canonical bundle O(1) admits
an equivariant structure. So the constructions of blowing up and the de-
formation to the normal cone are both compatible with the equivariant
setting.

(ii) Furthermore, by endowing P! with the trivial action, we would like
to reformulate all results in this section especially Theorem 4.3 in the equi-
variant setting. We first claim that the constructions of all vector bundles
and bundle morphisms in Theorem 4.3 also fit the equivariant setting. This
follows from the fact that they are all constructed canonically. For more
details, see [1, Exp. VII, Lemme 2.4, Proposition 2.5 and Lemme 3.2] as
well as [5, Lemma 4.1, Remark (ii) p. 314 and (4.7) p. 315]. But unfortu-
nately, the local uniqueness of resolutions (cf. [7, Theorem 8]) may not be
valid for the equivariant case so that the local method used in the proof
of the statement that the restriction of try(£.) to X is orthogonally split is
not compatible with the equivariant setting. We have to formulate relative
results and proofs in a different way.
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LEMMA 4.5. — Let X be a uy-equivariant projective manifold, then the
category of coherent .,,-modules on X is an abelian category. A complex of
Un-equivariant coherent sheaves on X is exact if and only if the underlying
complex of Ox-modules is exact.

Proof. — This follows from [13, Lemma 1.3]. O

LEMMA 4.6. — Let X be a u,-equivariant projective manifold. In other
words, X is a projective manifold which admits an automorphism g of order
n. Assume that

£:0L—E—F—=0
is a short exact sequence of equivariant hermitian vector bundles on X. If

the underlying sequence of hermitian vector bundles is orthogonally split,
then € is equivariantly and orthogonally split on X.

Proof. — Denote by f the bundle morphism E — F', by assumption f
is equivariant. Since the underlying sequence of hermitian vector bundles
is orthogonally split, there exists a bundle morphism & from F' to E such
that f o h = Idp and F is isometric to its image under this morphism h.
We recall that the g-structure on E (resp. F) is an isometry op : g*E — E
(resp. oF : g*F — F) which satisfies certain associativity properties. We
define a g-action on the morphisms of equivariant bundles as follows. Let
u : M — N be a morphism of equivariant bundles, then

. * —1
geu:=oyog uoo,,

which is still a morphism from M to N. By definition, u is equivariant if
and only if g @ u = u. One can easily check that g e (g e u) = g> e u. Now
since the morphisms f and Idp are both equivariant, we compute

Idp =geldp=ge(foh)
=opog*(foh)oop' =orog*fogthooy!
=opogfoogtoogogthoop! = fo(geh).

Replacing g by ¢g* from k = 2 to k = n, we get a meaningful average of h
and it satisfies the following identity

n—1
fo <k—09.h> =Idp.
n

Therefore % ZZ;S g" e h is an equivariant section of f which still makes F'
isometric to its image, so we are done. (|
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Remark 4.7. — In general, if the action on X is not of finite order or
the base field of X has characteristic dividing n then the proof given for
Lemma 4.6 fails. Nevertheless, we can show that £ is always equivariantly
and orthogonally split on X,.

Actually, the problem that € may not be equivariantly and orthogonally
split on the whole manifold X arises because h may not be equivariant.
Note that on the fixed point submanifold X, the morphism A |(p x,) is
equivariant if and only if it maps F¢ into E¢ for any ¢ € S'. But this is
rather clear because f is equivariant and the restriction of foh on F |x,
is exactly the identity map on F' |x,. So we are done.

Together with Lemma 4.5, Lemma 4.6 and Remark 4.4, we have the
following theorem which is an analogue of Theorem 4.3 in the equivariant
setting.

THEOREM 4.8. — Let v : Y — X be an equivariant closed immersion
of equivariant projective manifolds, and let W = W (i) be the deformation
to the normal cone of i. Assume that 7] is an equivariant hermitian vector
bundle on Y and €. is a complex of equivariant hermitian vector bundles
which provides a resolution of i,7 on X. Then there exists a complex of

equivariant hermitian vector bundles trq(§.) on W such that

(i) 1€

) tri(€.) provides an equivariant resolution of j.p3 () on W;
(ii) tr1(&.) [x x{oy is isometric to the original complex &.;
)

(iii
(iv

the restriction of try (€.) to X is equivariantly and orthogonally split;

the restriction of tr1(€.) to P fits an equivariant exact sequence of
equivariant resolutions on P

00— A —tr1 (&) |[p —>= K@, Nx/y) —>0

R

where A. is an equivariantly and orthogonally split complex, K (7,
Ny /y) is the hermitian Koszul resolution;

(v) when Y = (), try(€.) is the first transgression exact sequence intro-
duced in Remark 2.3;

(vi) let f: X’ — X be an equivariant morphism of equivariant projec-
tive manifolds which is smooth or transversal to Y. Consider the
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following Cartesian square

y > xt

L

and denote by fyw the induced morphism from W' = W (i') to W,
then we have

Fiv(tra(€.)) = tra(f7€.).

To end this section, we recall some basic facts concerning the relation
between equivariant setting and non-equivariant setting. Their proofs can
be found in [14, Section 2 and 6.2].

PRrROPOSITION 4.9. — Let i : Y < X be an equivariant closed immer-
sion of projective manifolds, and let iy : Y, — X, be the induced closed
immersion between fixed point submanifolds. Then we have

(i) the natural morphism Nx, /v, — (Nx/y)y is an isomorphism;

(ii) the natural morphism from W (i) to the fixed point submani-
fold W (i), is a closed immersion, this closed immersion induces
the closed immersions P(Nx, /v, ® Oy,) — P(Nx/y ® Oy), and
(Xg) - (X)g;

(iii) the fixed point submanifold of P(Nx/y @ Oy) is the disjoint union
of P(Nx, /v, ® Oy,) and [, P(Nx/v)c);

(iv) the closed immersion i 4 factors through P(Nx, vy, ® Oy,) and
the other components P((Nx/y)¢) don’t meet Y. The complex
K(Oy,Nx/y )y, obtained by taking the 0-degree part of the Koszul
resolution, provides a resolution of Oy, on P(Nx,;y © Oy),.

5. Equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes
Assume that X is a p,-equivariant projective manifold and S is a closed

conical subset of Tg Xy, we fix the following notations:

UX) = PDr?(X)/(Imd + Imd))

p=0

UX,S) = P(DP* (X, 8)/(Imd + Imd)).

p=0
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DEFINITION 5.1. — Let i : Y < X be an equivariant closed immersion
of projective manifolds. Let N be the normal bundle of this immersion and

let hy be an invariant hermitian metric on N, we shall denote N = (N, hy).
Moreover, let 77 = (n, hy) be an equivariant hermitian vector bundle on Y

and let . be a complex of equivariant hermitian vector bundles on X which
provides a resolution of i,7. The four-tuple

EZ (Z7N’ﬁ7g)

is called an equivariant hermitian embedded vector bundle. Notice that an

exact sequence of equivariant hermitian vector bundles on X is a particular
case of equivariant hermitian embedded vector bundle.

H € U(X,) such that

DEFINITION 5.2. — An equivariant singular Bott-Chern class for an
equivariant hermitian embedded vector bundle = = (i, N,7,£.) is a class

dd°H = "(=1)’[chy(€;)] — ig, ([chy(7)
J
Note that the current

Td, " (N)))

> _(=1)7chy(€;) — g, (chy () Ty (V)

= Z(—l)] (€;) — chy () Td, " (N)dy,

is an element in D*(X,, N, gv) o), we would like to control the singularities of
the Bott-Chern classes so that they are contained in the same wave front set
allows us to do this.

and we may do the pull-backs of currents in certain situations. Theorem 3.9

PROPOSITION 5.3. — Let Z = (i,N,7,£.) be an equivariant hermitian
for E belongs to U(Xy, N)).

embedded vector bundle, then any equivariant singular Bott-Chern class

Proof. — Firstly, note that Theorem 3.8 (ii) implies that the natural
map from U(X,, N)o) to U(X,) is injective. Then the statement in this

proposition does make sense and it follows from Theorem 3.8 (i).

O
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square

Y —> X.

Since h*N is isomorphic to the normal bundle of the immersion i’ (which
implies that their restrictions to the fixed point submanifolds are also iso-
morphic to each other) and f*£. provides a resolution of i,h*n on X', we
know that the notation f*= = (i’,h* N, h*7, f*£.) does make sense. More-
over, we conclude that hj N, is isomorphic to the normal bundle of 7.
Then by Proposition 5. 3 and Theorem 3.4, for any equivariant smgular
Bott-Chern class H for = =, the pull-back f*H is well-defined.

To every equivariant hermitian embedded vector bundle = = (i : Y —
X,N,7,£.), we may associate two new equivariant hermitian embedded
vector bundles. One is try(Z) := (j : PY. — W(i),NW(i)/m,p;ﬁ, try(£.))
concerning the construction of the deformation to the normal cone, the
other one is Zxos := (ico : Y — P(N @ Oy), N, 7, K(7, N)) concerning the
construction of the Koszul resolution.

Moreover, the direct sum of an equivariant hermitian embedded vector
bundle = = (i : Y — X, N,7,£.) with an exact sequence £ of equivariant
hermitian vector bundles on X is defined as E @& = (i, N, 7, &. @ 7).

DEFINITION 5.4. — Let X be a set of equivariant hermitian embedded
vector bundles. We say that ¥ satisfies the condition (Hui) if

(i) any exact sequence of equivariant hermitian vector bundles on an
equivariant projective manifold belongs to ¥ and ¥ is closed un-
der the operation of taking direct sum with an exact sequence of
equivariant hermitian vector bundles;

(ii) for any element = = (i : Y — X, N,7,€.) € ¥ and for every equi-
variant morphism f : X' — X of projective manifolds which is
transversal to Y, we have f*E € X.

(iii) for any element = = (i : ¥ — X,N,7,£.) € %, the associated
equivariant hermitian embedded vector bundles trl(g) and Ekos
both belong to X.

DEFINITION 5.5. — Let 3 be a set of equivariant hermitian embedded
vector bundles which satisfies the condition (Hui). A theory of equivariant
singular Bott-Chern classes for ¥ is an assignment which, to each = = (i :
Y - X,N,n, E) € X, assigns a class of currents

T(E) e U(X,)
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satisfying the following properties.
(i) (Differential equation) The following equality holds

Ad°T(Z) = 3 (~1)7[chy E,)] — iy, ([chy (7)Td; * (W),
J
(ii) (Functoriality) For every equivariant morphism f : X' — X of
projective manifolds which is transversal to 'Y, we have

[TE) = T(D).

(iii) (Normalization) Let A. be an equivariantly and orthogonally split
exact sequence of equivariant hermitian vector bundles. Then T(Z)
= T(E @ A.). Moreover, if X = Spec(C) is one point, Y = () and
£. =0, then T(Z) = 0.

Remark 5.6. — (i) When Y = () and €. is an exact sequence of equivari-
ant hermitian vector bundles on X, the three properties in the definition
above imply that

T (=) = chy(¢.)
where (;Bg is the equivariant Bott-Chern secondary characteristic class as-
sociated to chy.

(ii) According to Definition 5.4, the properties (ii) and (iii) described in
the definition above are reasonable.

Throughout the rest of this section we shall assume that ¥ is a suit-
able set (big enough) of equivariant hermitian embedded vector bundles
and we shall also assume the existence of a theory of equivariant singular
Bott-Chern classes for 3. We first show the compatibility of equivariant sin-
gular Bott-Chern classes with exact sequences and equivariant Bott-Chern
secondary characteristic classes.

We fix an equivariant closed immersion ¢ : Y < X of projective mani-
folds. Let

X: 0—=n,—= =70 —n3—0
be an exact sequence of equivariant hermitian vector bundles on Y, and
assume that we are given a family of equivariant hermitian embedded vec-
tor bundles {Z; = (i, N, m,@f) "_o which fit the following commutative
diagram

0 En,- gl,~ EO,- 0
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with exact rows. For each k, we write g for the exact sequence
0—=8& ==&k > &xr 0.

PROPOSITION 5.7. — Let notations and assumptions be as above, then
we have the following equality in U(X)

(@2) (@

j even jodd

(1|

j> = D7) ey (51)] = i (15 (W)ehy ()

k

Proof. — According to Theorem 4.8 (v), we have the first transgression
exact sequences tri(X) on Py and tri(g;) on P% for each k. Denote by
[ : P, — P the induced morphism, then there exists an exact sequence of
exact sequences

- — trl(él) — tr1(§0) — l*trl(y) — 0.

We fix the following notations

tI‘l + = @ tl"l tl"l @ tI‘l

jeven jodd
try (k) = @ tr1(Ex);, try (k) — @ tr1(Ex);
jeven jodd

then

tr1(§)+ = (l : P%/ — Pﬁ(,p*{/ﬁ, trl(Y)-‘rvtrl(g')ﬁ-)?

tri(E)_ = (1: PL = P, pb N, try (X)_, tri(8.)-)

are two equivariant hermitian embedded vector bundles.
By the functoriality of the first transgression exact sequences, we obtain
that

Sy [xxgy= @ miE), @) - [xxn= P tn(E))

j even 7 odd

Note that for any exact sequence of equivariant hermitian vector bundles,
its first transgression exact sequence is equivariantly and orthogonally split
at infinity. So we have an isometry

tr1(2)+ |xx oo} = t11(E) = |xx{oc} -

TOME 62 (2012), FASCICULE 4



1460 Shun TANG

Since the wave front sets of the currents [log | z |?] and T'(try(E+)) do
not intersect (cf. [5, p. 266]), by [12, Thm. 8.2.10], their products are well-

defined currents. Then in U(PY ), we have

0= %{8log |2 |2 (T(tr1(B)y) — T(tr1(E) )}

+ %{log | 2 |2-0(T(r1(E)4) — T(tr1(E)))}

— (% log ‘ z |2) . (T(tr1(§)+) - T(trl(g)—))

= (00 = o)+ (T(tr1(E)+) — T(tr1()-))
k

k
+log | 2 7 1y, {ehy (tr1(X)+) Tdy " (9 N) — chy (tr1(x)-) Td, " (97 N)}-

Finally, integrating both two sides of the equality above over P! and using
the first construction of equivariant Bott-Chern secondary classes, we get
the equality in this proposition. O

A totally similar argument gives a proof of the following proposition.

PROPOSITION 5.8. — Let =y = (i, Ng, 7, E) be an equivariant hermitian
embedded vector bundle with No = (N, hg). Assume that hy is another
invariant metric on N, we write Ny = (N, hy) and Z; = (i, N1,7,£.), then
we have

—_—

T(Eo) — T(Z1) = —ig, [chy(m)Td, (N, ho, h1)].

We now turn to a special case of closed immersion of equivariant projec-
tive manifolds, namely the zero section embedding discussed before Defi-
nition 4.2. Precisely speaking, let Y be an equivariant projective manifold
and let 77, N be two equivariant hermitian vector bundles on Y, we denote
P =P(N & Oy). Let mp : P — Y be the canonical projection and let
ioo 1 Y — P be the zero section embedding. As in Definition 4.2, we shall
write K (7, N) for the hermitian Koszul resolution. We have already know
that Zxoes(7, N) = (iso, N,7, K(7, N)) is an equivariant hermitian embed-
ded vector bundle associated to Z. Sometimes we just write it as K (7, N)
for simplicity.

THEOREM 5.9. — Let X be a set of equivariant hermitian embedded
vector bundles which satisfies the condition (Hui). Assume that T is a
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theory of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes for 3. Then the current
(mpy)«T(K(7,N)) is dd®-closed. Moreover, the cohomology class that it
represents does not depend on the metrics on 11 and N so that it determines
a characteristic class Cr(n, N) € €D,5o H??(Yy).

Proof. — First note that the push-forwards for currents commute with
differentials by definition. Then we have

dd*((mpy ) T(K (7, N))) = (7py)«(dd“T(K (7, N)))
= (mpg)+ (O (=1)¥[chy (ANQ ) (7p )" chig (7)] = e g, [chy (M) Td, ™ (W)])

k

= ((Tpg):lerq, (Qy) Ty (@)] — [Tdg ™ (N)]) - [chy (7).

We claim that (7p,).[ckq, (@Q)ngl(@)] = [Td;l(ﬁ)] so that the current
(mpy)«T(K(7,N)) is dd“-closed. Actually, one first need to notice that we
have the following tautological exact sequence on P

0—0(-1) = 715(NeOy) = Q — 0.
Then, by restricting to the submanifold Py = P(N, @ Oy, ), we get a new
exact sequence
0— O(-1) |p,— 7ps(N |y, ®@Oy,) |p,— Q |p,— 0.

The 0-degree part of the exact sequence above is the tautological exact
sequence on Py. Taking the non-zero degree part of this exact sequence we
get an isometry Q, |p, = (7p,)* (N 1). Notice that the hermitian complex

/\'@v is equivariantly and orthogonally split over P(N), so the support of
crkQ, (@Q)ngl(@) is contained in Py. Moreover, by [6, Cor. 3.8] we know
that

(7P )+ (e, (@ | ) TA™H (@ |py)) = Td ™ (W)

Then we may compute

Q)) = (7)) (e, (@) T, (Q))

(TPg)«(crq, (Q)Tdy ™ (
)T (@, |p,)Td, (@) |p,))
)
1) =

= (7R )« (crk, (Qq | Py @
TdN(Q, |p,)Td,  ((7p,)* (N 1))
Td,'(N)

= (7p,)« (e, (Qy | 7y
=Td '(Ny)Td, " (N

which completes the proof of the claim.
Now let hg and hy (resp. go and ¢1) be two invariant hermitian metrics
on N (resp. ). We write N; = (N, h;) and 7j; = (1, g;). We denote also by
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ho and h; the metrics induced on Q. Then by Proposition 5.7, we have
(mpg)«(T(K (7, No)) — T(K (7, No)))

VA o~

= (ﬂ—Pg)* [Z(_l)kChg(/\kQO )T(-PgChg(na g0, gl) - [ng 1(N0)Chg(777 go, gl)]
k

So using the projection formula and our claim before, we get

(P )« (T(K (7, No)) = (mpy)«(T(K (71, No))-

On the other hand, applying Proposition 5.7 and Proposition 5.8, we
have

(pg)«(T(K (7, No)) — T(K (7, N1)))

= (mpy)+ [ S (=1) ey (A QYoo mp iy (7)) — ey (1, Ty (N o)
k

= {(7pg)e (1) kg (N* Q@ o, )] — [Ty (N, g, )] - [ey (7).
k

We construct the first transgression exact sequence of 0 — 0 — (N, hy) —
(N,hg) — 0 on P{ so that we may have an equivariant hermitian vector

bundle (N, hY) on P, such that
(N, AY) Iy seqoy= (N, 1n), (NS AY) [y ooy = (N, o).

Now we apply the Koszul construction to the bundles p}7; and (N,hN)
and denote by 7y the canonical projection from W := P(N & Op1 ) to Pi .
By the universal properties of projective space bundle and fibre product,
IP(]\NZEB(’)P}Y) = P(p}- N &p; Oy ) which is isomorphic to P(N @Oy ) x P! and
the tautological quotient bundle on W is isomorphic to @ whose definition
is similar to that of N. Thus we have

(Tpg)s 3 (—=1)*[chy (A*QY, ho, )]

k
= (mpg)e S (~ 1) (ppy)« ([~ log | = ] - [chy (A*(Q, h9))))
k
= (pyy)s(mwy)s S (1) ([~ log | 2 2] - [ehy (\¥(Q, h9)))])

k

— (v )« (I=log | = 1] - [Td; (N, hY)]) = [T, (N, ho, ).

So we have proved that (7p,).T (K (7, N)) dose not depend on the choices
of the metrics. Thus we have a well-defined class Cp(n, N). The fact that
this characteristic class Cr(n, N) belongs to B, HPP(Y,) follows from
[8, Theroem 1.2.2 (iii)]. O
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6. Classification of theories of equivariant singular
Bott-Chern classes

The aim of this section is to give some results concerning the classification
of all possible theories of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes. We shall
prove that a theory of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes T is totally
determined by the characteristic class Cp introduced in last section. Our
main theorem is the following.

THEOREM 6.1. — Let ¥ be a set of equivariant hermitian embedded
vector bundles which satisfies the condition (Hui). Assume that T and T’
are two theories of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes for ¥. Then
T = T' if and only if for any (i, N,7,£.) € 3, Cr(n, N) = Cr/(n, N).

Proof. — One direction is clear. For the other one, we assume that C'r =
Cri.Let 2= (i : Y — X,N,7n,£) be an element in . As before, we
denote by W the deformation to the normal cone and denote by py the
composition of px and the blow-down map 7. Moreover, we write p P& X -
X and pp : P — X for the morphisms induced by py . The morphism pp
can be factored as i o wp.

The normal bundle of the immersion j : Y x P! — W is isomorphic to
py N ® ¢ O(—1). We endow it with the hermitian metric induced by the
metric on N and the Fubini-Study metric on O(—1), the corresponding
hermitian vector bundle will be denoted by N

By Theorem 4.8, the restriction of try(£.) to X x {0} is isometric to &.

and the restriction of tri(€.) to X is equivariantly and orthogonally split.

Moreover, the restriction of trq(£.) to P fits an exact sequence
0— A —tri (&) |p—~ K@ N)—=0

where A. is an equivariantly and orthogonally split exact sequence. We de-
note by gy, the exact sequence of the following exact sequence of equivariant
hermitian vector bundles

0— Zk — trl(g.)k |p—) K(W,N)k — 0.

Next, we write U for the current [—log | z |?] on P! associated to a locally
integrable differential form. Its pull-back to W, is also locally integrable
hence defines a current on W, which will be also denoted by U. Note that
aw(i,) = 9w, Otw (i,) Where iy (; ) is the natural open and closed immersion
from W (i4) to W, and the wave front set of T'(tr;(Z)) is contained in the
conormal bundle N’ ;. Hence the wave front sets of U and T(tr;(Z)) are
disjoint so that their product U - T'(tr1(E)) is a well-defined current on W,.

TOME 62 (2012), FASCICULE 4



1464 Shun TANG
Then, using the properties of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes in
Definition 5.5, the equality
0= dd*(pw,)«(U - T(tr1(Z)))
= (pg )+(T(tr:(3)) |5, )+(ppg) (T(tr1(2)) |p,) = T(E)

— (pw)o(U - (D=1 by (611 )x) — . (eby (py7) T, (N))
k

holds in LN{(XQ). Notice that
T(tr1(E)) Iz, = T(n(E) ) = y(irE) |) =
and by Proposition 5.7, we have
T(tr1(2)) |p,= T(tr1(E) |p) = T(K @, N)) = Y (—
k
Moreover, using the factorization of pp, we have
(PPg)«T(K (7, N)) = ig, (wpy)T(K (7, N)) = ig,Cr(n, N).
By the properties of the Fubini-Study metric, ch, (pj{,ﬁ)ng_l(N/) is invari-
ant under the involution on P! which sends z to 1/z. Thus we obtain
(pw )+ (U - Uig. (ebg (03 7T, ' (N)))
= g, (py o)+ (U - (chy(p{ ) Td, (V) = 0

since the current U really changes its sign under the involution z — 1/z.
Gathering all computations above we finally get the following current equa-
tion

T(E) = = (owy)- (U 31yt (E)
= 0 o) g (@) + . V)

A similar current equation for 7" can be obtained in the same way. By our
assumption we have Cp(n, N) = Cq(n, N), so that T(Z) = T'(Z). This
completes the proof. O

From the proof of Theorem 6.1, it is natural to guess that if we are given
an explicit definition of the equivariant characteristic class C, we then get a
theory of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes T such that C is exactly
C. We prove this conjecture in the following theorem.
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THEOREM 6.2. — Let X be a set of equivariant hermitian embedded
vector bundles which satisfies the condition (Hui). Assume that C is an
equivariant characteristic class for pairs of vector bundles (n, N) which
appear in the elements (i, N,7,£.) € Y. Then there exists a theory of
equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes for ¥ such that Cp = C.

Proof. — For any element = = (i : Y — X, N, 7,£.) € &, we define

T(Z) = —(pw,):(U - Z o(tr1(E)r))
= (=1)f(ppy)slchy(Er)] + g, C(n, N).

k

Our first aim is to prove that such 7" does not depend on the choice of the
metric on try(£.) or on A. and that such T satisfies all properties in the
definition of a theory of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes.

We denote by hy, and hj, (resp. gx and g;,) two invariant hermitian metrics
on trq(€.)r (resp. Ag) such that the resulting hermitian vector bundles all
satisfy the requirements in Theorem 4.8. Then, in u (Xg), we have

Z(—l)k(ppg)*[(;hg(?k)] — Z(_l)k(ppg)*[ghg(é%)]

i k
= Z(—l)k<pPg)* [(;1:19<Ak7 9k, g;c)]
k

_Z pPg Ch g(tr1 (€ )k P, b, b))

The first term of the right-hand side vanishes due to Proposition 5.7 and
the assumption that the complex A. is orthogonally split for both metrics.
On the other hand, we have by definition

(pw o)+ (U 32 (= 1) by (tra (€ )y k) )

k

— (pw )= (U - D2 (1) by (b1 (€. b))

k

= (pw ) (U 3 (—1)FddCehg (br1(€.)i, B, h;c)).
k
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But, in Zj{(Xg)7 we have

<pwg>*(U - Z(—l)'fddc&lg@rl(a)k,hk,h;.>)

k

- Z L[ehy (try (€)k, B, )] |§g
+Z pPg Ch (tr1(£~)kahk7h;§)] |Pg
_ Z g (tr1(E )k, Py h)] | oy -

The last term of the right-hand side vanishes because the metrics hy and
h). agree each other on X x {0}. The first term vanishes due to the as-
sumption that tr1(€.) |5 is orthogonally split with both metrics. Therefore,
combining the two computations above, we know that the definition of T’
is independent of the metrics on A. and trq(§.).

We next prove that the definition of T satisfies the three properties in
the definition of a theory of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes. For

the differential equation, we compute

dd“T(Z) :*Z(*l)k(pg )uchy 1 (€)k | 5)—Y (1) (ppy)-chyltri(€)x|p)
k
+Z g (t11 (€ )k |xx{0})

—Z )i (pp,)s (chy (Ar) + chy (K (7, N)i) —chy (try (E)5 |p))-

Using the fact that A. and try(¢.) | % are equivariantly and orthogonally
split we obtain

ddT(E) =Y (~1)Fehy(€,) =Y (1" (ppy)chy (K (7, N)i)
k k

=D (=1)*[chy ()] — (pry)«lekq, (@) Tdy ' (Q)chy ()]
—Z Flehg (€4)] = g, [chy (7) Td, ' (N))].

Secondly, the functoriality property for our definition of T' follows from
the functoriality property for chg, (;Bg and C.

We now prove the normalization property. We first assume that ¥ = ()
and €. is an equivariantly and orthogonally split exact sequence. This means
that if we write K; = Ker(d; : £, — &,;_,), then &, is isometric to K;®K;_;.
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Hence by the construction of try(£.), we know that
try(£.)i = Px K ® ¢xO(i) ® px Ki—1 ® ¢xO(i — 1).

This formula implies that Y, (—1)*ch,(tr1(£.)x) is invariant under the in-
volution on P! which sends z to 1/z. So the first term in the definition for
T vanishes. It is clear that the other two terms also vanish in this special
case. Hence we obtain T'(£.) = 0. Now let == (i : Y — X, N,7,£.) and let
B. be an equivariantly and orthogonally split exact sequence of equivariant
hermitian vector bundles on X. By [9, Section 1.1], we have

trl(f. D B) = trl(f.) D 7r*tr1(B.).
In order to compute T(Z @ B.), we consider the following exact sequences
g 0= Agarttri (B |[p— tri(€)p ®m*tr (B [p— K@, N)i — 0.

By the add1t1v1ty of equivariant Bott-Chern secondary characteristic clas-
ses, we have ch g(Er) = ch 4(Z1,). Again using the additivity of equivariant
Chern classes, we finally get

T(Z® B.) - T(B.) =0.

At last, we should prove that the equivariant characteristic class Cp is ex-
actly equal to C'. Note that the arguments above show that 7' is really a the-
ory of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes, then as what we have seen
in the proof of Theorem 6.1, for any element = = (i : Y — X, N,7,£.) € &
we always have

T(E) = — (pw,)«(U - Z hy (tr1(€.)x))
*Z " (ppy)«lchy(Er)] + ig,Cr(n, N).

In particular, for the Koszul construction (i : ¥ — P(N @ Oy),N,7q
K(7,N)), we have

T(K (7, N)) = ~(ow ). (U - Z o (tr1 (K (7, N)1) )
_Z pPg Ch ( )]+ZQ*OT(777N)
Comparing with the definition of T' via the characteristic class C, we get

ig,Cr(n,N) =i4,C(n,N) and hence Cr(n, N) = C(n, N) after composing
(mpg)«. This completes the proof. |

TOME 62 (2012), FASCICULE 4



1468 Shun TANG

To end this section, we shall give an example of the set of equivariant
hermitian embedded vector bundles which satisfies the condition (Hui) and
we shall also give a general way to construct the characteristic class C.

DEFINITION 6.3. — LetZ = (i : Y — X, N,7,&.) be an equivariant her-
mitian embedded vector bundle. The equivariant rank of E is the sequence
of locally constant functions (rkn¢)¢cs1. The equivariant codimension of =
is the sequence of locally constant functions (rkN¢)cesi. When Y = 0, we
shall say that an exact sequence of equivariant hermitian vector bundles on
X has arbitrary equivariant rank and arbitrary equivariant codimension.

PROPOSITION 6.4. — Let (t¢)cest and (s¢)cest be two sequences of
natural numbers. Let ¥ be a set consisting of all equivariant hermitian
embedded vector bundles of equivariant rank less than or equal to (t¢)cest
and of equivariant codimension less than or equal to (s¢)cesr. Then X
satisfies the condition (Hui).

Proof. — The first requirement in the condition (Hui) is naturally ful-
filled by definition. For the second requirement, let (i : Y — X, N,7,&.) be
an element in ¥ and let f : X’ — X be an equivariant morphism which is
transversal to Y. Then f~1(Y) either is empty set or has the same codi-
mension as Y. In the first case, we are done. In the second case, we write
down the following Cartesian square

Y/$X/

lh J{f
y —> X,

then 2*N = N'. Note that (h*n) [v;= hy(n |v,) and (h*N) [v;= hy(N [y,),
we have the inequalities (tk(h*n)¢)cest < (t¢)cest and (tkIV[)cest <
(s¢)cest- This means that the equivariant hermitian embedded vector bun-
dle (i' : Y — X' N’ h*;, f*€.) is also in ¥. For the last requirement in
the condition (Hui), we again let = = (i : ¥ — X, N,7,£.) be an ele-
ment in 3. Then the associated Koszul construction Zk,s clearly has the

same equivariant rank and equivariant codimension as =. Concerning the
construction of the deformation to the normal cone, tr;(Z) clearly has the
same equivariant rank as =. Moreover, the normal bundle of Y x P in W (4)
is N' = p} N @ ¢;;O(—1). Note that we assume that P! admits the trivial
g-action, then (rkN¢)cest = (tkN{)¢est so that tr1(Z) also has the same
equivariant codimension as Z. Therefore, we have that trl(é) and Exos are
both elements in 3. ]
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We finally give a general construction of the characteristic class C' for
the set 3 in last proposition.

DEFINITION 6.5. — Let (¢¢)cest be a family of GL(C)-invariant formal
power series such that ¢ € Cl[gly, (C)]]. And let (¢¢)cest be a family of
GL(C)-invariant formal power series such that 1¢ € C|[glyy, (C)]]. More-
over, let ¢ € C[[D:c51 CED e Cl] be any formal power series. We define

the equivariant character form ¢4(7, N) as

_ "I e
0013 = 0((vc( = 52)) oo (6 (= 30)) o)

The cohomology class that ¢,(7, N) represents is independent of the choices
of the metrics, hence it define a characteristic class. We denote it by
C(n, N).

Then the following corollary follows immediately from Theorem 6.1 and
Theorem 6.2.

COROLLARY 6.6. — Let X be the set of equivariant hermitian embedded
vector bundles defined in Proposition 6.4. Let C' be an equivariant charac-
teristic class for pairs of equivariant hermitian vector bundles given in the
way as in Definition 6.5. Then there exists a unique theory of equivariant
singular Bott-Chern classes T for 3 such that Cr is equal to C.

7. Compatibility with the projection formula

As usual, let ¥ be a set of equivariant hermitian embedded vector bun-
dles which satisfies the condition (Hui). In this section, we shall give the
sufficient and necessary condition for a theory of equivariant singular Bott-
Chern classes to be compatible with the projection formula. This can be
regarded as an example of how the properties of the characteristic class C
are reflected in the corresponding theory of equivariant singular Bott-Chern
classes.

Now, let = = (i : Y — X, N,7,£.) be an equivariant hermitian embedded
vector bundle in . For any equivariant hermitian vector bundle ¥ on X,
we define

ERr=(i:Y = X,N,T®iF,£ QF).
Note that = ® & is also an equivariant hermitian embedded vector bundle
according to the projection formula. We assume that X is big enough so
that Z®% and all equivariant hermitian embedded vector bundle appearing
below belong to it.
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DEFINITION 7.1. — Let notations and assumptions be as above. A the-
ory of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes T for % is said to be com-
patible with the projection formula if

T(E®F) =T(E) - chy(r).
PROPOSITION 7.2. — Let notations and assumptions be as above. Then
T(E®F) = T(E) - chy(R) =iy, (Cr(n @i"k, N)) —ig, (Cr(n,N)) - chy(F).

Proof. — As before, denote by py the composition of the blow-down
map 7 and the projection px : X x P! — X. Then by the construction of
tr1(+), we have trq (€. ® ) = tr1(€.) ® p}y K. Then, on one hand, we have

@wg>(U-§jc—>k <u1@<®znn
= (ow,)- (U > chy (tr1 (€))pw by (7))
ﬂmw@E}U o (r1(€)1))eby ().

k

On the other hand, the Koszul resolution of i.(n ® i*k) is given by
Kn®i*k,N)=K(n,N) ® ppk.
Then for each k, if we write g, ® ppr for the exact sequence
0— Ay @phk — tr1(€E. @F)x |p— K@, N)i @ ppk — 0,
we will get
(pp,)s[chy (Br @ ppF)]
= (pry)«[chy (Er) (ppy)*chy ()] = (pp,)s[chy(Ex)] - [chy(R)].

Combing the two computations above and the unique expression of T via
Cr, we get the equality in the statement of this proposition. (|

DEFINITION 7.3. — An equivariant characteristic class C' for pairs of
equivariant hermitian vector bundles is said to be compatible with the
projection formula if it satisfies

0(777 N) = C(OY, N) ' Chg(ﬁ)
The following is the main theorem in this section.

THEOREM 7.4. — A theory of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes T
for 3. is compatible with the projection formula if and only if the associated
characteristic class Cy is so.
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Proof. — We first assume that Cp is compatible with the projection
formula, then we compute

3.Cr(n®@ ik, N) =ig, (Cr(Oy,N) - chy(n ®i*k))
=g, (Cr(Oy, N) - chy(n) - ig"chy(x))
=g, (Cr(Oy, N) - chy(n)) - chy(r)
=g, (Cr(n, N)) - chy(r).

Therefore, by Proposition 7.2, T' is compatible with the projection formula.
For the other direction, assume that 7' is compatible with the projection
formula. Using the definition of Cr, we compute

Cr(n,N) = (mpy)«(T(K (7, N))) = (ng) (T(K(Oy,N) @ m,1))
= (7pg)«(T(K(Oy,N)) - mpychy (7))
= (7py)«(T(K(Oy,N))) -chg(ﬁ)
= Cr(Oy, N) - chy(n)
This implies that C'r is compatible with the projection formula. O

8. Uniqueness of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes

Let X be any set of equivariant hermitian embedded vector bundles which
satisfies the condition (Hui) and whose elements have bounded equivariant
ranks and bounded equivariant codimensions. By Corollary 6.6, it is pos-
sible to attach ¥ a theory of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes. But
unfortunately, such a theory is not unique. Our aim in this section is to
show that if we add another axiom to Definition 5.5, we will get a unique
theory of equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes for ¥ without the limi-
tation of the bounds of equivariant rank and codimension. Such a theory
will be called a theory of equivariant homogeneous singular Bott-Chern
classes. We shall also compare it with the theory of equivariant singular
Bott-Chern currents defined by J.-M. Bismut in [2].

Our starting point is again the Koszul construction. Let Y be an equivari-
ant projective manifold. Assume that we are given two equivariant hermit-
ian vector bundles 77 and N on Y. Let P = P(N & Oy), Py = P(N, & Oy,)
and let io, be the zero section embedding. Suppose that T is a theory of
equivariant singular Bott-Chern classes for X. Then by definition, we have

dd°T(K (71, N)) = cuq, (Qq | p,) Ty (@) chy (157) — (ioc )« chy (7) Ty (V).
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Therefore, the class

er(,N) = T(K(1,N)) - Tdy(Q) - ch, * (p*7)
satisfies the following differential equation
dder(7, N) = CrkQ, (@g lp,) — 5yg.

Note that by our descriptions in Proposition 4.9 (iii) and (iv), the current
k@, (Qy |py) =0y, belongs to Im(D™*QorkQs (Py) s DrEQokQ (Py)). Then
it is natural to introduce the following definition.

DEFINITION 8.1. — Let T be a theory of equivariant singular Bott-

Chern classes for some X. The class er(7, N) is called the Euler-Green
class associated to T'. We say that T is homogeneous if

er(m, N) € UkQe—11kQu—1(p) .= DkRs=1rkQu=1( Py /(Imd + Imd)
for any element (i : Y — X,N,7n,£.) € ¥.

Remark 8.2. — 1If T is compatible with the projection formula, then the

Euler-Green class ép(7, N) has nothing to do with the first variable.

THEOREM 8.3. — Let ¥ be any set of equivariant hermitian embed-
ded vector bundles which satisfies the condition (Hui). Then there exists
a unique theory of equivariant homogeneous singular Bott-Chern classes
for X..

Proof. — We shall use a uniqueness theorem of the Euler-Green class in
non-equivariant case. That’s the following.

LEMMA 8.4. — Letis : Y — P =P(N & Oy) be a zero section embed-
ding in non-equivariant setting. Denote Do, = P(N). Then there exists a
unique class €(P,Q, i) € UQ™1TKR@=L(P) such that

(1) ddcggjv @7 Zoo) = CrkQ (@) - 5Y;
(ii) e(P,Q,ix0) |D..= 0.

We refer to [6, Lemma 9.4] for a proof of this lemma. One just need
to pay attention to two points. Firstly, the restriction isomorphism on
analytic Deligne cohomology should be changed to H™k@—1kQ—1(p) =~
H™Q-Lrk@=1(D_ ) on Dolbeault cohomology which can be deduced from
the classical projective bundle theorem for deRham cohomology and Hodge
decomposition. Secondly, the existence of a preimage of ¢,k (Q) —dy under
dd® is a consequence of [8, Theorem 1.2.1]. What we want to indicate is
that this lemma naturally leads to a similar result in the equivariant set-

ting by using Proposition 4.9 (iii) and (iv). The result reads: there exists a
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unique class €(P, Q, ino) € Im(U™ Qs 11kQe—1(Py) —y YfrkQo~11kQs—1(P,))
such that ddcg(P, @,ZOO) = CrkQ, (@g ‘Po) - 5yg and g(P, @,ZOO) |Doo,g: 0.
Moreover, by convention, we shall identify D=1 ~!(P,) with the zero space.

Now assume that T is a theory of equivariant homogeneous singular
Bott-Chern classes. Since the restriction of the Koszul resolution K (7, N)
to Du g is equivariantly and orthogonally split, then we have the equal-

ity T(K(7,N)) |p..,= 0. Thus the restriction of the Euler-Green class

er (7, N) to Do 4 is equal to 0 by definition. Therefore, by uniqueness, we
get er(7, N) = €(P,Q, i) and hence

T(K (7, N)) = &(P,Q,in) - Td; ' (Q) - chy(7p7).

This equation implies that the characteristic class

Cr(n,N) = (7py)T(K(7, N))

is independent of the theory T'. So the uniqueness of T follows from Theo-
rem 6.1.
For the existence, we define

C(1,N) = (1pg)«(&(P, Qs ico) - Td; 1 (Q) - chy (mpT)).-
By the differential equation that ¢(P, Q,i..) satisfies, one can easily prove
that C(7, N) is dd°~closed. This is the only important point for us to use
the same principle as in the proof of Theorem 6.2 to define a theory of
equivariant homogeneous singular Bott-Chern classes T" such that Cr = C.

The last equality says that C(7, N) is actually independent of the choices
of the metrics since Cr is so. Thus we can just write

C(n,N) = (7pg)«(€(P, Qo) - T (Q) - chy(mpT)).
And this is compatible with Theorem 6.2. |
Since the class é(P,Q, i) has nothing to do with the vector bundle 7,

the following remark looks more natural.

Remark 8.5. — If T is compatible with the projection formula, then T’
is homogeneous if and only if e7(Oy, N) = &(P, Q, ino)-

We reformulate Theorem 8.3 in an axiomatical way.

THEOREM 8.6. — There exists a unique way to associate to each equi-
variant hermitian embedded vector bundle Z = (i : Y — X, N, 7, E) a class
of currents

T"(Z) € U(Xy, Nyo)
which we call equivariant homogeneous singular Bott-Chern class, satisfy-
ing the following properties
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(i) (Differential equation) The following equality holds
dd°T™E) = Y _(=1)[chy(€))] — i, ([chy (7) T, (N))).
J
(ii) (Functoriality) For every equivariant morphism f : X' — X of
projective manifolds which is transversal to Y, we have
[TME) = T (£E).
(ili) (Normalization) Let A. be an equivariantly and orthogonally split
exact sequence of equivariant hermitian vector bundles. Write E @
A = (i,N,7,&. ® A.). Then T"(Z) = T"E @ A.). Moreover, if
X = Spec(C) is one point, Y = () and £&. = 0, then T"(Z) = 0.
(iv) (Homogeneity) For any Koszul construction, the current
" (K(7,N)) - Td, @) - chy(7p7)
is in Im(gerg—1,erg—1(PO) AN z]erg—l,erg—l(Pg))'
PRrOPOSITION 8.7. — The theory of equivariant homogeneous singular
Bott-Chern classes is compatible with the projection formula.

Proof. — By definition, we compute
Cpn (1, N) = (mp ) T" (K (7, N))
= (1)« (E(P, Qs - Ty (
= (7pg)+(E(P, Q. ics) -
= Crn(Oy, N) - chy(n).
Then this proposition follows from Theorem 7.4 O
The equivariant and non-equivariant homogeneous singular Bott-Chern

classes are related by the following proposition.

PROPOSITION 8.8. — Let S" be the non-equivariant homogeneous sin-
gular Bott-Chern classes defined in [6]. Assume that 7] is an equivariant
hermitian vector bundle whose restriction to the fixed point submanifold
has no non-zero degree part. Then we have

T(K(7,N)) - Tdy(Q) = S"(K (775, Ny)) - Td(Q,)-

Proof. — We first suppose that 7 is the trivial bundle Oy equipped with
the canonical g-structure. By equation [6, (9.8)], we have

S"(K(Oy,, Ng)) = (P, Qgrico0) - Td'(Q,)

where i o is the zero section embedding from Yy to Py = P(N,@Oy, ). Note
that by the definition of homogeneity in our paper, the class (P, Q, i) is
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equal to &(Py, Q. inc,0) in Im(@URa~1kQu=1( Py —y gfrkQu—11kQu=1(p ).
This implies that
T"(K (Oy,N)) - Tdy(Q) = S"(K(Oy,, Ny)) - Td(Q,).

In general case, since the restriction of 7 to Y, is supposed to have no
non-zero degree part, we have chy(75%) = mp;ch(7,). Moreover, the class
SM(K(Oy,,Ngy))-Td(Q,) belongs to D*@s—1rkQs=1(Py) /(Im@ + Imd), we
then can compute

T"(K(Oy,N)) Tdy(Q) - chy(mpn) = Sh(K(Oyg,Ng)) ~Td(@g) - p,ch(n,).

Mg
This equality implies that 7" (K (7, N)) - Tdy(Q) = S" (K7, N,)) -Td(@g)
because T and S" are both compatible with the projection formula. O

In general, let X be a complex manifold and let E be a hermitian
holomorphic vector bundle of rank r» on X. Assume that s is a holo-
morphic section of F which is transversal to the zero section. Denote by
Y the zero locus of s. In [6, Proposition 9.13], the authors have shown
that there is a unique way to attach to each (X, E,s) a class of currents
eX,E,s) e ur—tr1(X, Ny’ ) which satisfies some axiomatic properties.
Such class was also constructed by J.-M. Bismut, H. Gillet and C. Soulé in
[5]. We shall use this fact to generalize Proposition 8.8 in the following way.
Assume that all notations above are g-equivariant, then there is a global
equivariant Koszul resolution

K(E): 0 ANE ... 5F -5 0x —i.0y —0.
So we get an embedded vector bundle (4, Nx/y, Oy, K(FE)) such that WX/Y
is isometric to i* E. One can carry out the proof of [6, Prop. 9.18] word by
word (adding subscript ¢) to prove the following equality
Th(i,NX/y,@, K(E)) =¢é(Xy4, Egy,sq) - ng_l(E).
This equality and [6, Prop. 9.18] imply the following result.

PROPOSITION 8.9. — Let notations and assumptions be as above, then
we have

Th(lvNX/YuoiYaK(E)) ’ ng(E) = Sh(igaNXg/Y_wOingK(Eg)) : Td(FQ)

We now recall the construction of the equivariant Bott-Chern singu-
lar currents given by J.-M. Bismut in [2]. This construction was realized
via some current valued zeta function which involves the supertraces of
Quillen’s superconnections. We would like to indicate that Bismut’s singu-
lar current defines a class which agrees with our definition of equivariant
singular Bott-Chern class only in some certain situation. Nevertheless, it
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is easy to use Bismut’s results to define a theory of equivariant singular
Bott-Chern classes in the sense of Definition 5.5. We shall prove that such
a theory is homogeneous.

Let i : Y — X be a closed immersion of equivariant projective manifolds,
and let = = (i, N,7,£.) be an equivariant hermitian embedded vector bun-
dle. We denote the differential of the complex £. by v. Note that £. is acyclic
outside Y and the homology sheaves of its restriction to Y are locally free.
We write H, = H, (. |y) and define a Z-graded bundle H = &,, H,,. For
y € Y and u € TX,,, we denote by 9,v(y) the derivative of v at y in the
direction v in any given holomorphic trivialization of £. near y. Then the
map 0,v(y) acts on Hy as a chain map, and this action only depends on
the image z of u in Ny. So we get a chain complex of holomorphic vector
bundles (H, 0,v).

Let 7 be the projection from the normal bundle N to Y, then we have a
canonical identification of Z-graded chain complexes

(7" H,0.v) 2= (7" (AN @ 1), vV—1is).

Moreover, such an identification is an identification of g-bundles. By finite
dimensional Hodge theory, for each y € Y, there is a canonical isomorphism

Hy={fely|vf=00"f=0}

where v* is the dual of v with respect to the metrics on .. This means that
H can be regarded as a smooth Z-graded g-equivariant subbundle of & so
that it carries an induced g-invariant metric. On the other hand, we endow
A®*NV ® n with the metric induced from N and 7.

DEFINITION 8.10. — We say that the metrics on the complex of equi-
variant hermitian vector bundles £. satisfy Bismut assumption (A) if the
identification (7*H, d,v) = (7*(A*NY ®@n),v/—1i,) also identifies the met-
rics.

PrROPOSITION 8.11. — There always exist g-invariant metrics on &.
which satisfy Bismut assumption (A) with respect to N and .

Proof. — This is [2, Proposition 3.5]. O

Let V¢ be the canonical hermitian holomorphic connection on &., then
for u > 0, we may define a g-invariant superconnection

Cy = V& + Vau(v +v*)
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on the Zs-graded vector bundle . Let ® be the map o € A(TEX,) —
(2mi) 98/ € A(T3; X,) and denote

(Td, ") (W) := % o (ng (b I — S;N)l)

YY)

LEMMA 8.12. — Let Ny be the number operator on the complex €. i.e.,
it acts on &; as multiplication by j, then for s € C and 0 < Re(s) < 1, the

current valued zeta function
_ 1 o0 _ — _
Zg(&)(s) = @/ us_l[(IDTrS(NngXp(—Cﬁ))—i—(ng 1)’(N)Chg(n)5yg]du
0

is well-defined on X, and it has a meromorphic continuation to the complex
plane which is holomorphic at s = 0.

DEFINITION 8.13. — The equivariant Bott-Chern singular current on
Xg associated to the resolution &. is defined as

T,E€) = - lomo Z4(E)(S)

THEOREM 8.14. — The current T,(£.) is a sum of (p, p)-currents and it
satisfies the differential equation

dd°Ty(€.) = ig,chy (M Td, (V) = D (—1)¥ehy (E).

k

Moreover, the wave front set of Ty(€.) is contained in Ny .

For equivariant hermitian embedded vector bundle Zo= (i, N, 7, (€., h5)),
we may construct a new embedded bundle E; = (i, N, 7, (€., h%)) such that
the metrics h% satisfies Bismut assumption (A). Then we may attach to =
an element in U (Xg4) defined as

TE(Zo) = —T,(€., hY) +Z )echg (&, hE*, hi*).

THEOREM 8.15. — The assignment that, to each equivariant hermitian
embedded vector bundle =, associates the current T8 (EO), is a theory of
equivariant homogeneous singular Bott-Chern classes.

Proof. — We first show that T5(Z) is well-defined. Actually, let Z5 =
(i,N,7, (€.,h5)) be another embedded bundle such that the metrics h§
satisfy Bismut assumption (A), then by [14, Theorem 3.14] we have

T,(&) — Ty(€y) = — > (—1)Fchy(&, b, h§").

k
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Note that we have the equality
chig (&, b, h*) + chg (€, hE*, hS*) + chy (€, h5*, BGF) = 0.

So we obtain that TP (=) does not depend on the choice of the metrics
which satisfy Bismut assumption (A) and hence it is well-defined.

Secondly, the fact that the equivariant singular current TP (=) satisfies
the differential equation in Definition 5.5 follows from Theorem 8.14 and
the definition of &19.

The functoriality property for T2(Zg) follows from the same property
for T,, and for &19.

For the normalization property, let A. be an equivariantly and orthog-
onally split exact sequence of equivariant hermitian vector bundles, then
using [14, Theorem 3.14] again we have

T, A)=T,E) + T,(A).
By [14, Corollary 3.10], if A. is equivariantly and orthogonally split, then
T,(A.) is equal to zero. So by definition we finally get T?(E® A.) = TB(E).
At last, by [14, Lemma 3.15], with the hypothesis before Proposition 8.9
we have the following equality

TB(Z7NX/Y707Y7K(E)) = g(Xgaﬁga Sg) ' ngl(E)
= Th(iaNX/YVOiYa K(E))

Since T2 and T" are both compatible with the projection formula, this
equality implies that Cps = Cpn and hence TP = T" by Theorem 6.1. So
T8 is homogeneous which completes the proof. O

9. Concentration formula

In the last section, we shall prove a concentration formula for equivariant
homogeneous singular Bott-Chern class. We call it concentration formula
because it can be used to prove a statement which generalizes the concen-
tration theorem in algebraic K-theory (cf. [17]) to the context of Arakelov
geometry. We deal with this in another paper. Before describing the con-
centration formula, we introduce some basic concepts.

DEFINITION 9.1. — Let X be a complex manifold and let €. be a boun-
ded complex of hermitian vector bundles on X. We say €. is standard if
the homology sheaves of £. are all locally free and they are endowed with
some hermitian metrics. We shall write a standard complex as (€., h") to
emphasize the choice of the metrics on homology sheaves.
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Now let X be a p,-equivariant projective manifold, we consider a special
closed immersion i : X, < X. For an equivariant hermitian embedded
vector bundle Z = (i, N,7,&.), we always assume that the metrics on &.
satisfy Bismut assumption (A). In this case, the restriction of £. to X, is
a standard complex according to our discussion in last section, the metrics
on homology bundles are induced by the metrics on §. |x,. Note that we
can split &. | x, into a series of short exact sequences

0= Tm — Ker — AN’ @7 — 0
and
0 — Ker — & |x,— Im — 0.
Denote the alternating sum of the equivariant secondary characteristic
classes of the short exact sequences above by chg (€., hH) such that it sat-
isfies the following differential equation
dd“chy (€., h*) = chy (T, (N) = Y (=1) chy (€)).
J

With this observation, we can introduce the following proposition.

PROPOSITION 9.2. — Let ¥ : 0 = 7, = -+ = 7; = 7y — 0 be
an exact sequence of equivariant hermitian vector bundles on X, and let

€:0—=¢E, — =& —&. — 0 bean exact sequence of resolutions of
ixx on X. As usual we write g, for the exact sequence

0—=&p— =& —E&i—0.

Then we have the following equality in E(X g)
n
D (—1)ichy (g, h™) = chy(x)Td, (V) = Y (—1)*chy(Ex)-
Jj=0 k
Proof. — Note that the fixed point submanifold of X x P! is exactly

X, x P, we know that the construction of the first transgression exact
sequence is compatible with restriction to the fixed point submanifold. This
means tr1(2.); |x,xpt is equal to tri(€. |x,);. Therefore, one can use the
same approach as in the proof of Proposition 5.7 to verify the equality in
the statement of this proposition. O

THEOREM 9.3 (Concentration formula). — Let notations and assump-
tions be as above. Assume that £ = (i : X, — X, N,7,£.) is an equivariant
hermitian embedded vector bundle such that the metrics on §. satisfy Bis-
mut assumption (A). Then in E(Xg), we have the equality

T"(Z) = —chy (€., ).
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Before proving this theorem, we first investigate this problem in a simple
case where the hypothesis is the same as before Proposition 8.9. That means
there exists an equivariant hermitian vector bundle E on X which admits
a g—invariant regular section s such that X, is the zero locus of s and i*E
is isometric to N y /x,- From this we know that Fg is the zero bundle, so
S"(ig,Nx,/x,,Ox,, K(Ey)) =0 and heilce T"(i,Nx,x,,0x,, K(E)) =0
by Proposition 8.9. On the other hand, ch,(A*E, k') is definitely equal to
0 since the metrics A7 are supposed to be induced from E and these met-
rics satisfy Bismut assumption (A). Therefore the concentration formula is
trivially true in this case.

Proof of Theorem 9.3. — We use the same notations as in the proof of
Theorem 6.1, then we have the following expression

TH(E) =—(pw o) (U2 (1) ey (tr1 € )i) o, (chy (0, 1) Ty (V)

k

—Z “(ppy)«[chy(E)] + Crn(n, N).

Since 74 is the identity map, we know that the deformation to the normal
cone W (i,) is equal to X, x P1. Moreover W (i,) is a disjoint union of some
connected components of W, and the map j, factors through W(i,). We
shall write Wy for W(i,) for simplicity and we shall denote by W, the
other components of W,. Now we restrict the sum

L= (=1)*chy (tr1(€)r) — g, (chy(p, MTd, (V)
k

to W and Wy. Over W we get L |y, = >, (—1)*ch, (tr1 (€)% |w, ) which
can be rewritten as ddch,(tr1(€.) lw, ). Similarly, over Wy we get

L wy= Y (=1)Fchy (tr1(€)x lwo) — (chy (p, T, (V)
k

which can be rewritten as —dd®chy (tr1(€.) |w,, h*’) since in this case the
pull-back tr1(£.) |w, is clearly a standard complex in the sense of Defi-
nition 9.1. Moreover, the observation given before this proof implies that
Th(K (7, N)) is equal to 0 so that Cpn(n, N) is equal to 0. Furthermore,
the exact sequence K (7, N) |w, np is equivariantly and orthogonally split.
Therefore, by Remark 2.9, we get

—chy(try(€) |wonp) = Y (—1)Fehy(Er) lw, -

k
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This means
U-L|w, =U-ddhgy(tr(€.) |w,) = dd°U - chy(tr1(€.) |w,)

chy(tr1 (€) [wonp) = — D (=1)Fchy (&) |w, -
k

Combing these computations above, we may rewrite 7" (Z) as

T"E) = —(pw)«(U - Llwy) = D (=1)F(pp ) [chy (B |-
k

Similar to tri(€.) |w,, K7, N) |p, is also a standard complex. Since the
metrics on the Koszul resolution are supposed to satisfy Bismut assumption
(A), we know that (;Ilg(K(ﬁ, N) |p,, k') is equal to 0. Then by Proposi-
tion 9.2, we have that

chy(t11(€) lwonp, 1) = Y (=1)¥ehy (B |p) = D (—1)*chy(En) |, -

k k

Together with the fact that tr;(€.) | x, x {0} is isometric to £ |x,, we finally
get

T"(E) = —chy(tr1(E.) lws h™) x, (0= —chig (€., 1)
which completes the proof. O
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